
SENIOR WARDEN 
BY MATT MORTIER

Epiphany/Seeking the Christ Child in 
our own lives

During advent and the Christmas 
season, I find my thoughts turning 
not just to the birth of Christ , but the 
arrival in Bethlehem of the three 
Magi, also known as the Three Kings 
or the Three Wise Men. This may 
seem a bit  odd, as we haven?t 
celebrated Christmas yet, but seems 
to make sense to me as it  was the 
gifts brought by the Magi that I see 
mirrored in the gifts we give each 
other on Christmas morning. 
Although they only appear in the 
Gospel of Matthew, we all know the 
story of the wise men who came 
from the east seeking the King 
whose birth was foretold by the star. 
We know how they brought the 
Christ  Child three gifts: gold to 
represent kingship; frankincense 
(incense) to represent divinity, and 
myrrh (an embalming oil) as a symbol 
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The Nativity of our Lord changes 
everything. It  comes to the world 
from a gracious and loving God who 
humbly becomes incarnate so that 
we know we are loved, and that Love 
will always overcome evil. 

The Feast of The Nativity of Our 
Lord, first  became general unt il pos-
sibly late in the 4th century. Accord-
ing to The Oxford Dict ionary of the 
Christ ian Church, the ?earliest men-
t ion of the observance on 25 Dec. is 
in the Philocalian Calendar, repre-
sent ing Roman pract ice of the year 
336. This date was probably chosen 
to oppose the feast of the Natalis 
Solis Invict i by the celebrat ion of the 
birth of the ?Sun of Righteousness?, 
and its observance in the West 
seems to have spread from Rome.? 

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord 
was marked with merry making and 
great joy even before it  became for-
malized. 

HOLIDAY BASKETS 
BY JOYCE CONREY & SANDEE PORT 

The Basket mission this year was 
well organized and successful in 
many years despite a few init ial 
obstacles. We faced a challenge in 
funding since Freshpoint Foods 
decided not to provide us with free 
produce anymore, and the Burland 
Homeowners did not award us the 
large donation they have made for 
several years. Despite valiant efforts 
by Sandee to find another vendor 
willing to donate we had to buy fresh 
produce. The homeowners decision 
was based  on their desire to address 
the needs of Park County residents 
specifically.

Thankfully, generous donations from 
others allowed us to fund the 
baskets for 57 families without 
dipping into basket reserves. We 
received donations totaling more 
than $2000. Salvat ion Army also 
wrote a check direct ly to King 
Soopers for $696 to pay for 
groceries.  King Soopers donated 
two gift  cards totaling  $50.Total out 
of pocket costs for us were $445.28. 
This, of course does not include the 
large value of food donations made 
by the parish.

Basket preparat ions went well this 
year. 
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Sandee was very act ive in reaching out 
to King Soopers after her efforts to find 
other donors were unsuccessful. Set up 
the day before was smooth. King 
Soopers delivered on Friday, and we 
were able to store perishables in the 
basement. Volunteers arrived with 
strong backs and trucks to facilitate 
this movement of food. Others worked 
to number all the baskets, prepare the 
nave and arrange the tables in 
Donaghue Hall.On  Saturday he VFW 
arrived with turkeys for the three 
groups joining in this project. Their 
members also generously helped to 
move the food back up from the 
basement. 

We had a wonderful group assembling 
the baskets for the families. There were 
many children including a Girl Scout 
troop, which added to the joyful 
atmosphere.  Rev. Nancy led us in an 
opening prayer, and we were off. This is 
always the best part  of the mission for 
me. Excitement and happiness always 
fills Donaghue Hall. Baskets were 
assembled efficient ly although there 
was a lit t le delay in having them ready 
for clients. As always, Cathey Batey 
from Risen Lord and  Barb Weseloh 
from St. Laurence kept the process 
smooth. About 37 families arrived to 
pick up their baskets, and valets were 
available to help them carry their loads 
to the car.

For the past two years, there has been a 
large increase in the number of 
recipients not picking up their baskets. 
This year  about 20 recipients, 
one-third of the total, failed to come to 
pick up, about the same number as last 
year. All recipients received an 
individual reminder with clear 
instruct ions as to where and when their 
food would be available. We do not 
have a clear idea of why this is 
happening.  However, it  makes the end 
of basket day a miserable one for the 
clean up crew who have to move all the 
food downstairs. Then MRC has to send 
crew on Monday to pick it  up. This year 
they did not have enough room for all 
off it  since the 9Cares/(9Shares food 
drive was also on Saturday. Some had 
to be left  behind. In order to prevent 
spoilage, Sandee took some up later to 
MRC and then came  back a week later 
and cleaned the pantry. The people who 
helped with this clean up deserve 
special thanks.  We have tried several 
changes to address this problem, but 
none has worked. Going forward and 
repeat ing the same arrangement is 
cost ly to the Parish in terms of money, 
t ime and stress. The Outreach 
Committee will be addressing this 
issue. We wish to find a way that allows 
all who part icipate to experience the 
joy of doing God?s work and also to 
provide food to families in need.

HOLIDAY BASKET MISSION CONTINUED 
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that Christ  would die for our sins. In 
our Western Christ ian tradit ion, the 
Three Wise Men bear the names 
Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar, and 
we know that they were warned in a 
dream to not return to Herod to tell 
him about the Christ  Child. Like the 
Magi, we find ourselves drawn to 
worship the Son of God, and to pay 
him homage. Like the Magi who 
brought their gifts to Jesus, we too 
look to give something we treasure 
to those we love, though often it  is 
t ime, not treasure, that is the best 
gift  we can give. In my family our 
tradit ion is to set our miniature Magi 
somewhere in the house, away from 
the manger scene, to represent how 
far they come to worship the Christ  
Child. Each day they are moved a 
lit t le bit  closer, from window sill to 
shelf, unt il they reach the manger. 

The arrival of the Magi to worship 
the Christ  Child is known as the 
feast of the Epiphany, and is 
celebrated on January 6th. I know 
what you are thinking: why are you 
writ ing about a feast after Christmas 
when we haven?t even celebrated 
Christmas yet? It  is because of what 
Epiphany means to us as Christ ians, 
and to the world as a whole.

The Merriam-Webster dict ionary 
defines epiphany this way: ?January 
6 is observed as a church fest ival in 
commemorat ion of the coming of 
the Magi as the first  manifestat ion of 
Christ  to the Gentiles?. Gentiles, by 
definit ion, refer to those who are not 
Jewish, so that means us. It  is when 
Christ  was revealed to the rest of 
the non-Jewish world. As Christ  was 
revealed to the world on Epiphany, 
so too are we called to reveal Christ  
to world through the lives we live 
and our gifts that we share. 

How do we serve as ?Epiphany? to 
those around us? Do we manifest 
and reveal Christ  to the world 
through loving one another without 
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Throughout the centuries, different 
countries have developed their own 
tradit ions and pract ices to remem-
ber and celebrate Jesus? birth. 

You all probably know that Nicolas 
of Myra, who was the inspirat ion for 
the character of Santa Claus. He 
lived in the 3rd century, so around 
the t ime that the Church began to 
formalize the celebrat ion of the Na-
t ivity of Our Lord. 

Let?s not forget music. Music has al-
ways been a part  of our celebrat ion.  
Our Christmas hymns and carols are 
for some of us, play a major part  of 
the spirituality of Christmas t ime.  

And, strangely enough, for many 
Americans, going to church is also an 
important element of Christmas fes-
t ivit ies. 

I wonder, for all of us, what Christ?s 
birth means ? on a day to day basis. 
So often we hear people say, ? I wish 
we could keep the feeling of Christ-
mas all year long.?  Well, we could, 
but to do it , it  needs our attent ion. 

For me, Christ?s birth is comfort ing, 
in that I know that evil will never 
again be able to overcome Good. Je-
sus is friend, and counselor too, but 
most ly I am quieted in my heart of 
hearts knowing that the Word made 
flesh and who dwells among us, will 
always exist . I thank you all for 
showing that spirit  of love to me and 
to so many others.

So, have a Merry Christmas, this day 
of Christmas and throughout the 
year. God?s blessings be upon you 
and within you. 

Faithfully,

Nancy+

THE RECTOR CONT.

WOODCHUCKS BY STAN JOHNSON, CHIEF CHUCK

The Woodchucks have had a busy and 
product ive 4th quarter to the 2018 
heat ing season. We have distributed 
4.55 cords of firewood to 10 people 
referred to us by the Mountain 
Resource Center.  This is by far the 
most firewood distributed in the 
autumn port ion of the heat ing season 
since my records start  in 2012.  This 
work, which includes the scheduling, 
gathering, cutt ing, split t ing, stacking, 
and distribut ion, was accomplished by 
18 volunteers working a total of 273 
hours.  Most important ly, this was 
accomplished with all the volunteers 
returning home with all their fingers 
and toes intact.

The Chucks also arranged for the 
cutt ing down of four large trees 
overhanging or near the roof on the 

right side of the Nave.  These trees were a 
fire hazard to the Church and a couple of 
them were infested by beet les.  The 
Chucks then limbed, and blocked and 
hauled the wood to the woodpile to be 
processed into firewood.  A pending task 
is to have the slash chipped. 

All the volunteers seemed to ?enjoy? the 
work and interact ing with fellow 
volunteers and experiencing the 
expressions of grat itude of the people 
receiving the firewood.  Especially 
enjoyable is the 
?Woodchuck 
Salute? and the 
end of our 
Saturday work 
sessions.
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TRIPLE BYPASS BY STAN JOHNSON

The Triple Bypass is a bicycle ride 
organized by the Team Evergreen 
Bicycle Club.  The ride starts in Bergen 
Park and takes the riders over three 
mountain passes (Squaw, Loveland, 
and Vail) and finishes in Avon. Team 
Evergreen makes a donation to 
charitable groups for helping 
administer the Ride.  St 
Laurence-Outreach administers the 
Bike Corral which is a secure area for 
riders to temporarily store their bikes 
at the start  and finish lines.

     This year St Laurence-Outreach 
received a donation of $3500 (YAY). 
Every dollar of this donat ion goes to 
help individuals and families in our 
mountain communit ies recover from 
financial and life crises.  These people 
are ident ified and assisted with our 
donated funds, with no administrat ive 
overhead charges, by the MRC.

     We conservat ively handled 1300 
riders for a total of at least 2600 rider 
ident ificat ion transact ions. All the 
riders retrieved their own bikes from 

the Corral.  This is important since the 
total value of the 1300 bikes, at a 
minimum, was $3.9 million dollars.

 Administrat ion of the Corrals at Bergen 
Park and Avon was accomplished with 
20 volunteers 
working a total 
of 342 hours.  
Most of the 
volunteers said 
that they 
enjoyed the 
experience and 
were planning to volunteer again next 
year.  The spirit  of St. Laurence 
Outreach cont inues to thrive.

One final note, after five years of 
leading this team effort , I think it?s t ime 
for someone new to bring fresh energy 
to the leadership role.  Kent Wagner has 
graciously volunteered to lead the team 
for the 2019 ride.  I look forward to 
volunteering in 2019 and assist  Kent in 
any way that I can.  Thank you, Kent. 



HOSPITALITY BY BETH LINCOLN

St Laurence has been honored to host 
the Evergreen Chamber Orchestra 
performing in small ensembles, twice 
this fall.  One recital in October 21 and 
the other on December 9.  We 
organized a recept ion after each one 
for the performers and the audience.  

The Orchestra members have told me 
that they find St Laurence to be the 
most welcoming and hospitable venue.  
They appreciate the recept ion, 
especially since often they have to 
perform and then roll one out 
themselves!
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CHALICE BEARERS BY BETH LINCOLN

The name speaks for itself.  Again 
everyone is welcome to part icipate in 

this important ministry and more 
members are always welcome.

ACOLYTES &  LAY READERS BY PAT VICK

We welcome anyone interested in this 
meaningful ministry, especially since 
we have people who have moved to 
another place or different service 

recent ly.   Training will be offered.   For 
the 10:30 service, see Pat Vick or email 
her at giminispat@msn.com if you 
would like to join us.

ALTAR GUILD BY BETH LINCOLN

Our Altar Guild is reducing by one as 
Mary Ellen and Roger are off to 
Arizona for the winter.  We do try to  

each do one Sunday a month so, as 
with many ministries of our 
Church-the more the merrier!

NOTICE: VESTRY MEETING MINUTES

Vestry minutes will be posted on the bullet in board across from the kitchen 
after vestry approves them; therefore, September minutes will be posted 
after the vestry meeting in October. 

reservat ion as He loves us? Do we 
manifest and reveal Christ  to the world 
by forgiving one another as Christ  
forgives us? Do we manifest reveal 
Christ  to the world by living His word 
and sharing his message of hope and 
love with all peoples? Unfortunately, 
for me the answer is sometimes, or 
when I remember to. I am often too 
stressed out, or too busy, or too caught 
up in my own self to remember to do 
so. Blessed are we that Christ  does not 
call us to be perfect, but to do the best 
we can, and to turn to Him for 
forgiveness when we again and again 
come up short .

I find myself thinking about the Magi, 
and like the Magi, we find ourselves 
inescapably drawn to the Christ  Child 
during Advent. As His birth draws 
closer, we too want to draw closer to 
the incarnat ion. We want to draw near 
to the manger, and to the Word Made 
Flesh, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
laying on the hay. The Child, both fully 
human and fully divine, a manifestat ion 
of God?s perfect love for us, calls us 
into a deeper and more meaningful 
relat ionship with Him. That is one 
invitat ion would should always accept. 
As it  says in John 3:16: ?For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.? The manger is where Christ?s 
earthy journey began, and where 
began our hope and salvat ion.

The Magi were drawn to find Christ , as 
we too are drawn to Christ . As the 
Magi brought gifts to the Christ  Child, 
we too bring our gifts to Christ  to 
better serve Him and bring his 
message of love and hope into the 
world. His message is a message of 
uncondit ional love. Let us all seek to 
embody this love this Christmas 
season, and seek to embody 
?Epiphany?, the manifestat ion and 
revealing of Christ  to the world, to 
everyone. You never know when that 
?Epiphany? might just be exact ly what 
someone else, or you yourself, need.

SR WARDEN CONT

The knit t ing group will be start ing up 
again in January if there is any interest. 
Please let me know if you would like to 
part icipate and I will let  you know the 
details. I will be putt ing out a sign up 
sheet in the Parish Hall, so please sign 

PRAYER SHAWLS BY KATE WASHBURN

up if you have an interest. If you don't  know 
how to knit , we can teach you. Prayer 
Shawl construct ion is pretty simple, so join 
us for some fun knit t ing t ime, conversat ion 
and occasionally some great food. I can be 
reached at 303-838-2225 or 


